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Vailima. The estate on the island of Upolu,
Samoa, where ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON lived
from the early part of 1890 until his death on 3
December 1894. He purchased it soon after his
arrival on the island in December 1889 and a
house was built, slowly taking shape to become
a substantial dwelling by late 1891, with
Stevenson as the paterfamilias of a household
that included his wife Fanny, her children, his
mother and a changing group of itinerant
friends and relations. By the end of his life the
estate extended to 400 acres and had been
cultivated, with moderate success, to grow
cocoa, coffee and vanilla. Vailima took its
name from a native word meaning 'five
streams' although, in reality, there were only
four.

Veitch, John (1829-94). Philosopher and
poet. He was born on 24 October 1829 at
Peebles, the son of a soldier and veteran of the
Peninsular War. He was educated locally and
at the University of Edinburgh. At the time of
THE DISRUPTION he became a member of the
Free Church, and his religious leanings took
him next to New College, Edinburgh, to study
theology. Veitch was never licensed as a
preacher, preferring to keep himself by private
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tutoring before returning to academic life in
1856 as assistant to Sir WILLIAM HAMILTON
(iii), the Professor of Logic and Metaphysics at
Edinburgh. In 1860 Veitch was appointed to

the Chair of Logic at St Andrews, and then at
Glasgow, a post he held until his death on 3
September 1894, dividing his time equally be
tween his place of work and his native Peebles.
Although Veitch added little to Scottish
philosophy he wrote studies of Hamilton and
DUGALD STEWARTand he was considered to be
one of the last apologists for his Edinburgh
mentor.

Veitch was an ardent Borderer, steeped in
the history and folklore of his native country,
and his verse shows a fine feeling for the sights
and sounds of the Border hills and valleys he
knew so well. His critical study The Feeling for
Nature in Scottish Poetry (1887) attempts to

provide an all-embracing romantic framework
for Scottish nature poetry.
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