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73 
The French Directory attempts to turn Carlos IV's obses
sion with dynastic matters to their own political and 
economic advantage. This is how they brief their Minister 
of Foreign Affairs 

1796 
'The Directory forsees, Citizen Minister, that the victorious march 
of the Italian army will carry the theatre of war yet closer to the 
Duchy of Parma, and will force the Commander-in-Chief of the 
army of that Duchy to take the only recourse open to him and 
declare war on the advancing forces. The obduracy of the Duke of 
Parma in insisting on siding with the Coalition, and his blindness 
to his own interests can hardly induce the Directory to look favour
ably upon him, but the dose links of the Court of Parma with that 
of Madrid offer us an opportunity to strengthen the harmony that 
now exists between France and Spain. We shall not hesitate to seize 
this opportunity, and we therefore suggest that you instruct General 
Perignon to pass word to the King of Spain that, in the light of 
the non-aggression Treaty that binds our two Nations, we shall be 
pleased to look favourably upon any intercession He might care to 
make on behalf of the Italian States of the said Duke ... 

There is one matter you must not permit yourself to forget in 
your dealings with the Spanish Court: you must press Her to 
permit our shipping in the Mediterranean to fly the Spanish flag, 
which, since they could then pass as neutrals and shake off the 
vigilance of the English, would afford us enormous advantages in 
transporting men, merchandise and supplies which are vital to the 
French war effort. Le Tourneur, Carnot, Revelliere-Lepaux. - 11th 
day of Florea!, Year IV. 8th May 1796.' 

[Translated from French.] 
(Receuil des actes du Directoire Exccutif ... , vol. II, p. 338.) 
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