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S. Cardinal Valenti - Place of seal. 
Manuel Ventura Figueroa - Place of seal.' 

(Mercurio Hist6rico y Politico, Madrid, March 1753, pp. 63-68, 
70-79·) 

44 
The Campaign against the jesuits reaches Spain. The Pope 
throws the weight of His authority against it, thereby 
contradicting the claims of the enemies of the Society 

1759 
'News has reached the ears of His Holiness from, among other 
sources, letters addressed to Him by several Spanish Bishops, to the 
effect that, in Madrid and in several other parts of the Realm, not 
only are evil spirits going abroad and spreading malicious rumours 
and those same inflammatory libels against the Company of Jesus 
with which they are attacked by envious and blasphemous persons 
in other countries, but in addition they are vaunting the Approval 
of other libels and even their publication in Rome: libels in which 
glimpses are afforded of a plot to suppress the Society and to foment 
disapproval of leave granted by the Bishops to the Jesuits to adminis
ter the Holy Sacraments and to act as confessors. 

His Holiness (not without grave personal affliction) has pondered 
these lying falsehoods and is deeply perturbed by the thought of the 
pernicious effects which the discrediting of such a responsible body 
of religious people and one so well deserving of the Church and 
whose Order continually gives rise to all sorts of exercises conducive 
to the advancement of the Faith and to the well-being of many souls, 
might have. It is therefore the wish of His Holiness that any person 
who has been led to believe such falsehoods should now be un
deceived, and should know that such an attitude is utterly foreign 
to the spirit of the Catholic Church and that it is His mind to 
countenance no attack nor any persecution of a body of religious 
so utterly dedicated (by their very Statutes) to the greater glory of 
God, to the Christian education of the young, to a Godly way of 
life and to the spiritual well-being of the faithful.' 

(MS Bibl. Nac. Madrid, No. 10893 - 'Trasumpto de la carte que 
escribi6 al Nuncio .. .'.) 
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