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Proclamation of joseph I on entering Spain 

1808 

'Joseph Napoleon, by the grace of God and the Constitution of the 
State, King of Spain and of the Indies. 

Spaniards : As we enter the territory of the nation which provi
dence has entrusted to our care, we must declare our feelings to her 
people. 

Coming to the throne, we count upon men of good will to aid us 
in restoring Spain to her past glories. The Constitution to which you 
shall swear allegiance, assures the practice of our sacred faith, civil 
and political liberty, and sets up a system of nation-wide representa
tion; it breathes new life into your ancient parliament, which, now 
placed on a more secure footing, shall, instituting and guaranteeing 
the liberty of the individual, be an honourable place of refuge where 
eminent service to the state shall be rewarded with the right to 
membership. 

Blind passions, voices of deceit and intrigues perpetrated by the 
common enemy of Europe, whose sole aim it is to split asunder the 
Indies and Spain, have thrust some of you headlong into the most 
frightening anarchy, our heart bleeds at the thought of it, but such 
enormous evils can be wiped out at a stroke. 

Spaniards, unite, close your ranks about our throne, see to it that 
internal strife does not waste our time nor stand in the way of 
measures which are but the instruments we would use to ensure 
your happiness. We have enough respect for you not to doubt that 
you will for your part do everything within your power to bring 
this happiness about, and this is our fondest wish. 

Vitoria, 12th July, 1808. Signed, We, the King. For His Majesty, 
the Secretary of State, Luis de Urquijo.' 

(Gaceta de Madrid, 16 July 18o8.) 
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