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The community of scientists, politicians, and regulators
around the field of stem cell biology has been shocked
by the sudden death of Paolo Bianco and by the loss of a
passionate, rigorous, deeply honest, inspiring man. We
would like to remember Paolo with the eyes of students,
as we were when we met him for the first time. The
features of his personality that impressed us from the be-
ginning, which we could only confirm in the subsequent
years, were his profound knowledge, vigorous critical at-
titude, and genuine interest to engage in scientific discus-
sions, embedding his strong opinions within a respectful
dialogue.

Paolo was more than a scientist; he was a philosopher in its
etymological sense of Blover of wisdom.^ Behind his drive for
discovery was a search for the truth, which he pursued by
integrating unstructured creativity with logical reasoning. In

his quest for knowledge, he was opposed to any possible
compromise to moral integrity, which he taught to generations
of scientists not only with fine words but also with a model of
personal conduct. Paolo was active at all levels, including
public debates and policy making, to battle ideological posi-
tions and commercial interests that were not based on solid
experimental data and the principles of good scientific
practice.

The soul of Paolo, beyond any religious belief, con-
tinues to live in those students or professionals, who have
been inspired by his curiosity, dedication, insightful think-
ing, and behavior. With his life, he demonstrated aversion
to science as a source of power or as a way to merely
receive recognition and visibility; to us, he leaves the
challenge to carry on these ethical principles as well as
his timeless passion for science.
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