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The 62nd annual meeting of the American Society of
Hematology, the most influential meeting in hematol-
ogy, was held (formally in San Diego, CA, USA) as an
all-virtual meeting from December 5–8, 2020. Apart
from outstanding contributions “from the bench” with
the potential to find a way into diagnosis and treat-
ment, a plethora of clinical trials, many in early clin-
ical phase investigating novel compounds, were pre-
sented. In this issue of MEMO, selected presentations
that are relevant for our daily practice or are likely to
become relevant in the near future are highlighted by
esteemed colleagues, to whom I express my thanks for
the preparation of their manuscripts.

Dr. Prochazka and Dr. Neumeister present relevant
findings on chronic lymphocytic leukemia, including
some news about coronavirus disease (COVID) vacci-
nation in this vulnerable patient group [1]. Dr. Böhm
and Dr. Keil present the highlights on allogeneic
and autologous transplantation, including data on
posttransplant immunosuppression with cyclophos-
phamide after mismatch transplantation and ruxoli-
tinib for the treatment of graft-versus-host disease,
the significance of autologous stem cell transplan-
tation (SCT) in acute lymphoblastic leukemia and
multiple myeloma and the possibility of allogeneic
stem cell transplantation in elderly patients with
high-risk myelodysplasia [2]. I myself summarize
the main topics on multiple myeloma, illuminating
the dramatic improvement in patients outcome with
combinations of novel compounds and the persis-
tent benefit of autologous stem cell transplantation
in transplant eligible patients [3]. T-cell based strate-
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gies, such as CAR-T cells and monoclonal antibodies
that recruit T-cells to the malignant cells (bispecific
T-cell enhancers [BITE]) are currently tested in clini-
cal trials and show impressive clinical results even in
heavily pretreated patients and will enrich our ther-
apeutic armamentarium in the near future, although
with considerable financial toxicity for the health care
systems.

What we have missed are the personal contacts and
discussions with friends and colleagues. We all hope
that in the foreseeable future, “real” meetings can be
held again so that we can maintain or build up per-
sonal and scientific relationships.
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